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Surat districts of Bombay Presidency. Cotton of Ameri-
can type is grown in Southern Madras (e.g. Cambodia),
and in Dharwar (South Bombay), and the Punjab. On
the whole, cotton is a "monsoon" or rain-grown crop
throughout India; but in the Punjab irrigation is almost
universal, the rainfall being quite insufficient, and in
practically all provinces the rainfall is supplemented by
well irrigation.
The methods of cultivation are, on the whole, very
primitive. Fertilizers, for example, are little used, and
the introduction of improved agricultural implements,
even of the simplest kind, is necessarily slow, though the
Departments of Agriculture have done excellent work in
this direction. Co-operative methods have proved success-
ful in certain districts, but the difficulties of making any
radical change in general methods throughout a country
so large and so conservative as India are enormous.
Since the War, however, largely as the result of reforms
recommended by the Indian Cotton Committee of 1917-
18, progress in India has bfeen much more rapid. A
permanent committee, known as the Indian Central
Cotton Committee, now interests itself in everything
connected with cotton-growing, supported by the Gov-
ernment and a cess of four annas per bale on the Indian
crop. Measures are under way for control of the ginneries,
and the hands of the Departments of Agriculture have
been greatly strengthened in such matters as seed selec-
tion and distribution.
Russia and China.
The only other areas that remain to be mentioned are
Russia and China. In Russian Turkestan, and in the.
region between the Black Sea and the Caspian, Russia
possesses a most promising area for cotton-growing,
which was already giving a crop of well over a million
bales before the War. The conditions are more similar to
those of Egypt than of any other country, as cotton is
largely grown under irrigation. The staple was good,